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International Standardization 

•  Ubiquity of standards 
•  Innovation, organization, 
security, sustainability 
•  Market globalization  
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International Standards as Regulation 
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•  Formally open to all interested parties, voluntary, 

consensus-based, committee work based on the 

« state of the art ». 

•  Formal state devolution of power: 

• WTO Technical Barriers to Trade (1995) 

• European New Approach (1985) 

•  Hybrid authority 
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The Democratic deficit of international 
standardization 

»  Who defines standards ? 
•  Over-representation of 

corporations and business 
associations 

•  Under-representation of 
civil society organization 

 

»  Usual explanations: 
»  Ressources 
»  Expertise 
»  Time 
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CSOs in standardization 
•  Social concerns are acknowledged… …but how? 
•  EU regulation 1025/2012 
•  Institutionalization of dedicated policy committee 
-> Information 
-> Consultation  
 
•  What about co-production ?  
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INTERNORM research action 

Steering committee 
 
  

CSOs 
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Technical  
diplomacy 
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Results of the INTERNORM project 
Bridging society and standards’ production 

•  Awareness of standardisation issues 
•  Strategic importance recognised by 

CSOs  
•  Increase of participation 
•  Reduction of entry costs 
•  Knowledge and expertise sharing 
•  Concrete results on the shaping of 

standards 
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Conclusions 
•  Limits 

•  Entry costs remain very high for CSOs 
•  Lack of political support 

•  Ambiguity 
•  Importance of proper participation for inclusiveness  
•  Participation as legitimization of private forms of regulation 

•  Future developments 
•  University initiative as a starting point 
•  Long term institutional setting to be found 
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