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Investment Facilitation and Promotion 
in international investment agreements (IIAs)   



 
• Promoting and facilitating investment is crucial for the post-2015 
development agenda 
• Developing countries are facing an annual SDG-financing gap of 
$2.5 trillion 

Investment policy makers and negotiators of IIAs may wish to 
consider:  
 
• What type of investment to promote and facilitate in IIAs and why ? 
• How to target in the IIA investments most beneficial to specific 
national development objectives ?  
• How to expand investment promotion and facilitation dimension of 
IIAs ?  
• How to strike a balance between investment promotion and 
facilitation function of IIAs and investment protection ? 
 
 

Investment promotion and facilitation in 
IIAs: key issues for consideration 



Examples of investment promotion and 
facilitation provisions in IIAs 
•  Enhancing transparency and exchange of information on 

investment conditions and opportunities. 
 
•  Establishing an investment ombudsman in each contracting 

parties to the IIA to address complaints from investors and prevent 
disputes. 

 
•  Encouraging investment promotion forums, business fairs, 

business-government networking events. 
 
•  Establishing an institutional framework (Committee) to follow up 

and review the implementation and operation of investment 
promotion and facilitation provisions in the IIA. 



Examples of investment promotion and 
facilitation provisions in IIAs (2) 

•  Establishing partnerships between IPAs of the contracting parties. 
Include provisions ensuring regular consultations between 
domestic IPAs. 

 
•  Facilitating entry and sojourn of investment project personnel 

(visa, dismantling bureaucratic obstacles). 

•  Fostering linkages between foreign investors and domestic SMEs.   
 
•  Building capacity on investment promotion and facilitation. Include 

technical assistance provisions to developing countries to help 
them improve their regulatory regimes and enhance their 
institutional capacity to attract and benefit from foreign investment. 



Towards a new generation of investment 
promotion provisions in IIAs ? 

To pro-actively encourage investment conducive to sustainable 
development,  policy makers and IIA negotiators may wish to: 
• Refine the definition of investment to include concrete impact indicators 
(e.g. amount of jobs created, duration of investment etc.) 
• Specify in the IIA which types of investments are priority for the host 
country depending on its national development strategy.  
• Include provisions encouraging investments in strategic geographical 
locations to achieve development objectives (e.g. policies on minorities and 
indigenous communities). 
• Establish a pro-active committee on investment promotion: 

o  to monitor the quantity and quality of investment flows between the 
parties.  

o  to make assessments on the positive or negative impact of these 
investments on local communities.  

o  To discuss ways and means to increases FDI flows between the 
flows.  

o  To work towards the dismantling of obstacles facing investors from 
the other party.  



UNCTAD's Action Menu on Investment Facilitation 
(Available for comments on the Investment Policy Hub) 

1.  Promote accessibility and transparency in the formulation of investment 
policies and regulations and procedures relevant to investors 

2.  Enhance predictability and consistency in the application of investment 
policies 

3.  Improve the efficiency and effectiveness of investment administration 
procedures 

4.  Enhance proactive investment promotion 

5.  Build constructive stakeholder relationships 
6.  Establish provisions in IIAs to encourage investment flows, with an 

emphasis on those that are most beneficial in the light of a country's 
development strategy 

7.  Establish investment/ombudsperson facilitator with a mandate 

8.  Strengthen promotion activities through investment promotion 
partnerships or joint investment promotion bodies 

9.  Provide technical assistance to developing host countries to facilitate 
investment flows 

10. Establish monitoring and review mechanisms for investment facilitation 



UNCTAD Roadmap for IIA Reform (WIR 2015) 



UNCTAD Investment Policy Framework 2015 





THANK YOU! 
Contact: 
Palais des Nations, 1211 Geneva 10, 
Switzerland 
* WIF_IIA_Conference@unctad.org  
    Twitter @unctadwif 

Join us on: 


