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Climate change belongs to the most pressing environmental
problems we are facing today. Despite the agreement reached
by the 2015 United Nations Climate Conference, this problem
will remain on top of the political agenda during many years to
come. This volume presents the proceedings of the workshop
held at the Swiss Institute of Comparative Law, Lausanne, in
2014. The main objective was to engage a dialogue between
philosophers and lawyers on three intricate questions related
to the environmental crisis: first, what is the very nature of this
crisis? In what way does it confront human beings to the limits
of the biosphere, and to their own finitude? Second, how should
we conceive of responsibility towards future generations from a
legal as well as from a moral point of view? Third, how to interpret the principle of common but differentiated responsibility,
which plays a key role in environmental law and ethics? How to
apply criteria such as the ‘polluter pays’, the ‘ability to pay’, or
the ‘beneficiary pays’ principle in the face of empirical data of
CO2 emissions in various countries and with a view on mitigation and adaptation?
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