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Connexin37 protects against atherosclerosis by regulating monocyte adhesion.
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Atherosclerosis, the principle cause of death in adult populations of Western societies, is a chronic inflammatory disease that generally begins in young adolescents and has clinical manifestations in the middle age or later.  This multi-factorial process is characterized initially by the subendothelial intimal accumulation of lipid-rich macrophages and T lymphocytes ("fatty streaks"), followed by lesions composed of layers of foam cells and proliferating smooth muscle cells with deposition of extracellular matrix ("atheroma").  Crucial events in atherosclerotic lesion formation are the coordinated interactions between circulating blood cells and cells that reside within the arterial wall.  The speaker will present some of her recent studies involving connexin knock-out mice to provide novel insights in these interactions.
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