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GENERAL OUTLINE

Objectives

The Master of Law in Criminal Justice, 
subject area Magistrature, aims to 
improve and supplement legal know-
ledge acquired by students at Bachelor 
level, with particular emphasis on dif-
ferent questions relating to preliminary 
criminal investigations, hearings before 
the court, the execution of sanctions, 
and different procedures (criminal, civil 
and administrative). It also gives stu-
dents an overall perspective of the 
phenomenon of crime by providing 
insight into criminology and juvenile 
delinquency.

As Switzerland has no specific school 
for the Magistrature, the objective of 
the Master of Law in Criminal Justice 
with subject area Magistrature offered 
by the School of Criminal Justice is to 
give those students who are interested 
in the professions forming part of 
the Criminal Justice Magistrature an 
opportunity to increase their chances 
of admission to these professions. It 
also has the objective of teaching 
future lawyers the basics of judicial 
practice.

Career prospects

Since judges are either appointed or 
elected, the Master of Law in Criminal 
Justice, subject area Magistrature, 
cannot guarantee a post within the 
Magistrature. Nevertheless, it increases 
the chances of gaining access to such 
professions as:
•	 Member of the Public Prosecutor’s 

Office
•	 Parole board
•	 Juvenile magistrate
•	 Presiding judge

It is also highly useful for any person 
wishing to practice at the bar. Lastly, 
it allows students who so wish to start 
work subsequently on a doctoral law 
thesis.

The magistrate: 
a guardian 
of individual 
liberties 
and the rule 
of law?

www.unil.ch/masters

Version  : April 2013
Subject to changes
Only the official texts are authentic

©
 p

ho
to

s.
co

m



EDUCATIONAL 
CONTENT

Description
This multidisciplinary programme offers 
a more in-depth study of the basics of 
Law covered in the bachelor’s degree 
course and also focuses on a wide range 
of knowledge necessary for practising 
magistrates in the field of Criminal Law.

During the two years of study for their 
master’s degree, students thus acquire 
not only an in-depth knowledge of 
substantive Criminal Law and Procedure, 
but also learn in particular about the 
actual practice of Judicial Authorities, 
Interpretation of Evidence, Execution 
of Penal Sanctions, Victims’ Rights, 
Juvenile Delinquency, Corporate Crime 
and International Mutual Aid in Criminal 
Matters.

At the same time, students write a high-
level dissertation. The number of ECTS 
credits awarded for the dissertation (30) 
is justified by the requirement that the 
dissertation presented should be suita-
ble for publication in a scientific journal 
or specialist publication.

Examinations
To obtain the Master’s degree, an overall 
average of at least 4 is required, as well 
as passes in examinations corresponding 
to 90% of credits. The candidates must 
also pass their own Master’s disserta-
tion.

Mobility
Since the recognition of study achie-
vements is the rule and the personal 
and scientific contribution of a period 
of mobility is viewed in a positive light, 
the mobility of students is encouraged. 
Credits earned at another university 
relating to fields similar to those taught 
in the Master’s degree, in the sub-
ject area Magistrature, will therefore be 
recognised.

Skills development
University studies develop, in addition 
to specific academic skills, a great many 
transverse skills such as: oral and writ-
ten communication, critical, analytical 
and summarising faculties, abilities in 
research, the learning and transmission 
of knowledge, independence and the 
ability to make judgements in the field 
of specialisation and overlapping areas.
 
This panoply of skills, combined with 
specialist knowledge acquired in the 
course of studies, is excellent prepara-
tion for a wide range of employment 
opportunities such as those mentioned 
in the «Career prospects» section.

SYLLABUS

Compulsory courses
•	 Criminal Law in relation to Business
•	 Mutual Judicial Assistance and Crimi-

nal Procedure
•	 Civil Procedure
•	 Administrative Procedure and Jurisdic-

tion
•	 Criminal Law in relation to Informa-

tion Technology
•	 Law concerning the Execution of 

Penal Sanctions
•	 International Criminal Law
•	 International Protection of Human 

Rights
•	 Criminal Magistrature Practice
•	 Errors of Justice
•	 Criminology
•	 Juvenile Delinquency
•	 Legal Medicine
•	 Legal Psychiatry
•	 Forensic Science I (Introduction)
•	 Operational Criminal Analysis
•	 Interpretation I (course + PW)
•	 Criminal Policy
ca. 75 ECTS credits
 

Optional courses
•	 Penology
•	 Amicable Methods of Conflict Reso-

lution in Criminal Cases
•	 Victimology and Assistance to Vic-

tims
•	 Business Crime
•	 Women, Victimisation and Delin-

quency
•	 Psychopathology of Children and 

Teenagers
•	 Comparative Criminal Policies
•	 Organised Criminality
•	 Philosophy of Law II*
•	 Common Foundations of European 

Law*
•	 History of Law II*
•	 General Principles of Private Law* 
•	 Economic Analysis of Law 
•	 International Trade Law* 
•	 Prevention of Criminality
•	 Psychopathology of Deviant Beha-

viour
•	 Comparative Constitutional Law
•	 Aliens Law
•	 Judicial Investigations
•	 Crime, Justice and Prison in Switzer-

land
•	 Law and Ethics of the Profession of 

Lawyer 
Other options must be approved by 
the Master’s Degree Council.

ca. 15 ECTS credits

Dissertation
30 ECTS credits

* Students aiming to do a Doctorate in Law must 
obtain at least 12 credits in the courses marked 
with an asterisk.

PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

Admission requirements
The candidate must be a holder of 
a Bachelor of Law or a Bachelor of 
Science in Forensic Science.
Another degree or university title may 
be judged to be equivalent and give 
access to this Master’s degree course, 
with or without further conditions. 
The School of Criminal Justice is 
competent for the final decision on 
equivalence (mailto: info.esc@unil.
ch), subject to the candidate’s formal 
admissibility to the master’s degree 
course.

Regulations and additional 
information concerning the course
Web site of the School of Criminal 
Justice: 
www.unil.ch/esc and
www.icdp.ch

Final enrolment date
It is possible to start the programme 
of the Master of Arts degree in either 
the autumn or the spring semesters.
Autumn semester: 30 April
Spring semester: 30 November
Candidates needing a visa to study in 
Switzerland must apply for enrolment 
at least two months prior to the dea-
dline indicated above.

Start of courses
Autumn semester: mid-September
Spring semester: mid-February

Part-time Master’s degree 
See Directive 3.12: 
www.unil.ch/interne/page44629.html#3

Academic calendar
www.unil.ch/central/page4804.html

Timetables
Web site of the School of Criminal 
Justice :
www.unil.ch/esc/page18923.html

General information on studies,  
career prospects and guidance 
Guidance and advisory service : 
www.unil.ch/soc

Accomodation and financial 
assistance
Office for socio-cultural affairs :
www.unil.ch/sasc

International students
www.unil.ch/international

Study abroad possibilities
www.unil.ch/echanges


