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GENERAL OUTLINE

Objectives
The Master of Arts in Political Science 
degree is designed as a cycle of training 
and specialisation through research. It 
allows the student to develop, deepen 
and complete the knowledge acquired 
during the Bachelor’s degree course.
The programme offers three optional 
specific orientations covering the main 
sub-disciplines of political science: 
•	 public policies
•	 international relations
•	 political sociology 
The aim is to allow the student to 
define his/her own degree course to 
reflect his/her own interests and pro-
fessional objectives.

Skills development and career 
prospects
University studies develop, in addition 
to specific academic skills, a great 
many transverse skills such as: oral and 
written communication, critical, analy-
tical and summarising faculties, abili-
ties in research, the learning and trans-
mission of knowledge, independence 
and the ability to make judgements in 
the field of specialisation and overlap-
ping areas.

This panoply of skills, combined with 
specialist knowledge acquired in the 
course of studies, is excellent prepara-
tion for a wide range of employment 
opportunities such as:

•	 Public administration entities, inter-
national organisations, diplomacy

•	 Non governmental organisations 
(NGOs)

•	 Political parties, trade unions, lob-
bies, think tanks

•	 Journalism, media, public relations, 
communication, advertising

•	 Research and teaching at univer-
sities or universities of applied 
sciences

•	 Market research and surveys, 
consulting firms.

•	 Banks, insurance companies, indus-
try (human resources, marketing, 
analysis, etc.)

•	 Others: smaller associations, public 
and private organisations, SMEs, 
etc.

www.unil.ch/masters

Master of arts (MA)

in political Science

Is power always 
where we expect 
it to be?
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PRACTICAL 
INFORMATION

Admission requirements
The candidate must hold a Bachelor 
of Arts in Political Science awarded 
by a Swiss university. The holders of 
Bachelor’s degrees in Political Science 
awarded by other universities as well 
as the holders of Bachelor’s degrees 
in other social science disciplines may 
be admitted on the basis of their 
personal case file. 
Holders of a Bachelor’s degree in 
Social Science with a minor in Political 
Science awarded by the UNIL are 
admitted unconditionally to the 
Master of Arts in Political Science.
Another degree or academic title may 
be judged equivalent and give access 
to the Master’s degree in Political 
Science, with or without conditions.

Regulations and additional 
information concerning the course
Web site of the Faculty of Social and 
Political Sciences:
www.unil.ch/ssp
Study plan of the Master’s degree :
www.unil.ch/ssp/page40119.html

Final enrolment dates
It is possible to start the programme 
of the Master of Arts degree in either 
the autumn or the spring semesters.
Autumn semester: 30 April
Spring semester: 30 November
Candidates needing a visa to study in 
Switzerland must apply for enrolment 
at least two months prior to the dea-
dline indicated above.

Start of courses
Autumn semester: mid-September
Spring semester: mid-February

Part-time Master’s degree 
See Directive 3.12: 
www.unil.ch/interne/page44629.html#3

Academic calendar
www.unil.ch/central/page4804.html

General information on studies,  
career prospects and guidance 
Guidance and advisory service : 
www.unil.ch/soc

Accomodation and financial 
assistance
Office for socio-cultural affairs :
www.unil.ch/sasc

International students
www.unil.ch/international

Study abroad possibilities
www.unil.ch/echanges

EDUCATIONAL 
CONTENT

Description

The training benefits from the 
resources of the Institute of Political 
and International Studies (IEPI) and its 
various research groups. IEPI is cur-
rently, for the number of its teachers/
researchers, one of Switzerland’s fore-
most centres of research and teaching 
in Political Science. It is characterised 
by its open-minded interdisciplinary 
approach based on collaboration wit-
hin the UNIL (sociology, history, gender 
studies, etc.), as well as with other ins-
titutions in Switzerland (IDHEAP, UNIFR) 
and abroad.
The study plan of the Master of Arts in 
Political Science degree consists of three 
parts: 

The common trunk 
It includes the teaching of quantitative 
and qualitative methods, as well as of 
subjects that allow the students to deve-
lop their epistemological reflections on 
their own discipline, and to acquire the 
rudiments of political philosophy.

The specific orientations
The student chooses one of the three 
orientations that constitutes the main 
specialisation of his/her degree course.
Political	Action	and	Mobilisations
This orientation concentrates on theo-
retical and practical knowledge of the 
rationale of political action and mobili-
sations. By focusing on the inner wor-
kings of political action, the way in 
which actors involved in the struggle 
contribute to the definition, co-produc-
tion and realisation of social problems, 
through debates aired in the public 
arena, is explored. A practical research 
workshop accompanies the process 
by which students are introduced to 
research through a field placement.
Governance	and	Public	Action
This orientation concerns all forms of 
intervention by public groups, from their 
arrival on the political agenda to their 
implementation and evaluation, while 
at the same time examining decision-
making processes, the different actors 
involved, or the choice of instruments 
through which actions are channelled. 
The main contemporary challenges rela-
ting to transformations of public action 
(Europeanization of national political 
systems, transformation of institutio-
nal management, the rise in power of 
expertise, public sector reforms, etc) will 
be examined.
Globalisation:	 Political,	 Social	 and	
Environmental	Challenges
This orientation proposes a speciali-
sation in the analysis of contempo-
rary international relations centred on 
the process of globalisation, bringing 

into focus its political and institutional 
aspects as well as its socio-economic 
and environmental consequences.
More detailed information about the 
study programme is available on the 
Master’s website or can be obtained 
from the study advisor: Ms Isabelle 
Genton (conseil.sciencepolitique@unil.
ch).

The dissertation
The subject is a theme related to the 
chosen orientation. The objective is to 
give the student an opportunity to com-
plete a sizeable personal work assign-
ment, combining a mastery of the theo-
retical elements with their application 
to particular empirical contexts, under 
the close supervision of one or two 
teachers.

Examinations
The evaluation of knowledge takes 
diverse forms, for example seminar or 
research work, continuous assessment, 
oral or written examinations. Each 
course is validated either by a pass 
certificate (seminars, research seminar 
and placements), or by a mark (course 
work and Master’s dissertation). There 
are three exam sessions per year (winter, 
summer, autumn). Conditions for pas-
sing the Master’s degree are described 
in the regulations of the Master of Arts 
in Political Science.

Mobility
The students enrolled in a Master’s 
degree cycle have the opportunity to 
complete one semester in a partner 
institution recognised by the UNIL. If the 
mobility study programme is approved 
by the Study Advisor for Political Science 
and is confirmed by passing the exams, 
the credits earned will be recognised 
and validated in the student’s degree 
course.

SYLLABUS

1st– 3rd  semester
Commmon Trunk
•	 Compulsory subjects
•	 Methodology
18 ECTS credits

Specific subjects 
(depending on the chosen specialisa-
tion)
•	 Compulsory subjects
•	 Optional subjects
42 ECTS credits

Research work
•	 Dissertation
30 ECTS credits


