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ABSTRACT

Observations on, and interpretations of, European landforms and
geophenomena have influentially informed the development of geology and
geology from at least the sixteenth century onwards. However, both landforms
and geophenomena often have older mythological, religious and more recent
aesthetic significance. These scientific and cultural elements when combined
create a major global geoheritage. European archives, libraries, museums
and universities are a storehouse of global significance for that geoheritage —
both specimens and documentation. However, this geoheritage and its value
is frequently neglected and threatened. Geotourism, since it is both a
geoconservation and sustainable exploitation strategy, offers a means to
address these issues. Its success depends upon attracting and maintaining
the support of politicians, planners and developers by demonstrating the
geoheritage’s potential for the tourism and outdoor recreation industries.
Hence, academic geoscientists must recognise the need to promote the
significance of their studies to other than committed audiences and
constituencies. The successful promotion of European geoconservation, a
significant and essential component of geotourism, requires the adoption of
appropriate geosite designation and interpretative strategies. Case studies
from Europe and North America underpin a discussion of these strategies.
The presentation also provides an introductory toolbox for the evaluation of
geosites and their associated interpretive media. Essentially, this presentation
establishes for the conference a focus on geosite recognition and promotion
and provides the means for an informed debate on the central issues.
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