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Welcome to the first ISCHP electronic newsletter. We 
aim to publish two additions per year in the hope that 
we can encourage an atmosphere of connectedness 
between our biannual conference meetings: and, of 
course, reach those who are unable to attend these 
forums. In this first edition, delegates reflect on their 
experience of our last conference. Michael Murray and 
Linda Liebenberg contribute to what we hope will be a 
regular feature, 'critical health psychology across the 
globe'. As a matter of important attention, our chair, 
Kerry Chamberlain asks us to consider the future of the 
ISCHP. We would ask all receiving this newsletter to 
carefully read what Kerry has to say and to provide 
some input into the development of the society. Lastly, 
we include information about upcoming critical 

Editorial 

 

Reflections of the Fifth Biennial ISCHP Conference, 

BOSTON, USA, 2007: Conference Organiser.   

It is around noon on July 17
th

, 2007 ς a brilliantly 
sunny day in the middle of a New England summer on 
the Atlantic coast north of Boston.  Preparations are 
under way, everyone involved rushing from the van 
rental company, to the pick-up locations, to taping 
conference posters all over campus, to preparing the 
food for the first pre-conference night.  The first 
participants start to arrive, and we meet old friends, 
make new ones, and begin to connect faces with the 
abstract e-mails which we have been using to 
communicate with people over the past two years.  
The sunny weather holds until the next day ς until 
around the opening ceremony ς and then the rain 
stays with us for the next two days.  Of course, the 
sun comes back on the last day of the conference, 
when everyone is preparing to leave, as if to make 
sure that people remember the conference and its 
venue with a bright image.  
  
The Fifth Biennial Conference of the International 
Society of Critical Health Psychology was held in July 
2007, on the North Shore of Boston, the US.  The 
goals of the conference were to stimulate new 
research, dialogue and practice related to the 

psychological, social and political aspects of health 
and health care.  Previous conferences of the 

International Society of Critical Health Psychology 
have been held in St. John's, Newfoundland, Canada, 
1999; Birmingham, United Kingdom, 2001; Auckland, 
New Zealand, 2003; Sheffield, United Kingdom, 2005.  
The conference of the ISCHP had never been held in  
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conferences and publications of interest. We hope that 
you will be encouraged to share your thoughts with us 
and make future issues an engaging platform for 
discussion, debate and dissemination. 

 

With Warmest wishes, 

Tria Moore, Psychology Department, Sheffield Hallem 

University, UK 

Adam Bourne, Sigma Research, University of 

Portsmouth, UK 

 
 
L{/ItΩŜǊǎ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ŀ ǿŜƭƭ ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŘǊƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ .ƻǎǘƻƴ 
North Shore, just before the conference dinner. In this 
photo: Liz Mongillo, Beata Pezacka, Miranda Waggoner, 
Tricia Wolanin, Michael Wood and Azizi Seixas.  
 

 

the United States.  Thus, this conference was essential 
to the critical dialogue about health psychology 
internationally and to bringing this dialogue to the 
United States. Taking that into consideration, one of its 
main themes was health disparities and social justice in 
relation to health, which aimed to draw attention to 
the particular local experiences and concerns related to 
health disparities.  The conference took place at a 
particularly important time, when these issues have 
become prominent for academics and policy makers in 
the US. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǊǳŎƪ 
me though was the 
interdisciplinary focus of 
the conferenceέ 

The Conference sparked intense interest during the 2 
years of its planning, which resulted in the submittal 
of 160 abstracts.  Several people withdrew their 
participation due to difficulties of affording such a 
trip, and some were not given a US visa, in spite of 
the letters of invitation that we sent out.  In total, we 
had 130 Conference participants from over 20 
countries: Australia, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cambodia, 
Canada, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan, 
Malaysia, New Zealand, Puerto Rico, Russian 
Federation ς Chechnya, Rwanda, South Africa, 
Switzerland, the Netherlands, Turkey, United 
Kingdom, and the United States. 
 
The keynote talks were presented by Lesley Doyal, 
University of Bristol, UK -Living with HIV: the 
Experiences of African Women and Men; Elliot 
Mishler, Harvard Medical School, US: War, Violence 
and Torture: Topics for a Critical Health Psychology; 
Michael Murray, Keele University, UK: Health and the 
Arts; and Catherine Riessman, Boston College, US: 
Narrative Analysis and Bob Dylan: What's the 
Connection? 
 
On the last day, July 21st, the program included a 
visit to two organizations North of Boston, 

I am a PhD candidate in the School of Political 
Science, Criminology and Sociology at the University 
of Melbourne, Australia.  This was my first time at 
the ISCHP conference, and I confess to being a little 
bit tentative about attending ς partly because it was 
outside my disciplinary boundary and partly because 
it was the first ever conference at which I was to 
present a paper.  As it turned out, I could not have 
wished for a more positive experience.   
 
I found out about the conference through the ISCHP 
website.  I was doing a general Internet search for 
conferences being held in the United States during 
the summer, as I was already planning to attend the 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ {ƻŎƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀl meeting 
in New York City in August and figured it would be 
good to attend another conference to make the trip 
more worthwhile.  There were several conferences I 
considered attending, but the information on the 
ISCHP website instantly appealed to me.  The themes 
for the conference were interesting and creative, the 
keynote speakers were excellent, the application 
process was straightforward, and the location looked 
gorgeous. 
 
 

Delegatesô reflections  
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conducting community health work ς the Cambodian 
Community Health 2010 Project in Lowell, MA and the 
Center for Family, Work and Community, University of 
Massachusetts, Lowell.  Everyone who attended was 
grateful to the hosts Sidney Liang and Robin Toof for 
hosting this visit.  

 
The location of the Endicott College campus allowed 
reasonably easy access to the nearby cities of Beverly, 
Salem and Boston, while at the same time, because of 
its relative isolation, created an intimate atmosphere for 
conversations and planning future collaborations.  
 
The conference was possible thanks to the efforts and 
contributions of the Program Committee, the local 
organizers, particularly Miranda Waggoner and Liz 
Mongillo, everyone who contributed during the 
conference itself ς Azizi Seixaz, Beata Pezacka, Erin 
Seaton, Tricia Wolanin and Michael Wood.  I greatly 
enjoyed working with everyone in preparing and 
conducting the conference and I wish immense success 
to ISHCP2009 in Switzerland. 
 
Irina Todorova 
Organizing Committee ISCHP2007 

 

The main thing that struck me, though, was the 
interdisciplinary focus of the conference.  My research 
explores the relationship between psychological 
expertise, self-help books and liberal governmentality, 
operating within a Foucauldian framework. As such, it 
skirts around the edges of a few disciplinary boundaries 
ς mainly, sociology, political science and psychology.   As 
I have no background in psychology, I was particularly 
interested in what critical psychologists might think of 
my research.  I was very pleased with the comments and 
feedback I received.  Other conference participants 
really took the time to engage with my ideas, offering 
new and critical insights in a very supportive and 
friendly way. 
 
All in all, I had a wonderful experience at the 
conference.  It was a truly interdisciplinary program, the 
location and accommodation were excellent, and 
everyone was very friendly and approachable with lots 
of opportunities to mingle.   
 
Brigid Philip,  
University of Melbourne, Australia 
 

άL ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ 
how very much I enjoyed 
the conference. I just loved 
the whole thing! The papers 
were fascinating and the 
social program was 
ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎΦέ  
 

 

Irina Todorova 



 

 

 

              

              

              

              

              

              

                         

      `        

              

              

                               

         

                                                                                                                          

 

 

 

                                                                                                                       

     

 

 

 

 

 

            

            

            

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was my third attendance at ISCHP, my first having 
been at the formation of the society in Birmingham in 2001 
(as a helper at its second conference) and my second 
having been in Auckland in 2003 (as a presenter). I was 
perhaps an (almost) odd-one-out at the recent conference 
as I, along with my close colleague Liz Hale, attended solely 
to catch up on the latest in the world of critical health 
psychology. I was intrigued to draw looks of shock that I 
was not giving a presentation. It made me acutely aware 
that it must be de rigueur to have something (critical) to 
present and so my relaxed state at the luxury of being 
merely an observer was transformed into an existential, 
and perhaps comically vicarious, undertone of anxiety. I 
ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ά²ƘŜƴ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΚέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜ άhƘΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ 
ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦέ ŀƴŘΣ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ 
line, I mustered a defensive discourse and cheerily 
explained that I had funds to use up and highlighted that I 
was there for much more than just a holiday (honestly). I 
could argue that I was presenting my imminent plans of 
packing up my life and shifting it to New Zealand. In 
resonance with my impending immigration, Lesley Doyal 
opened the conference with a keynote about the unfolding 
expansion of her studies of multiple stigmatisation 
experienced by people living with HIV/AIDS who had 
emigrated from parts of Africa to the UK. Acknowledging 
migration, homelessness, exploitation and violence as 
components of the wider definition of health was a key 
component of the conference for me. War is unfortunately 
ŀƴ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜΦ 
Elliot Mishler reminded us in his keynote address of the 
horror of war and interrogation and our duty of ethics as 
ǇǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ ²ŀǊΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ 
limited to soldiers on the frontline. Many of us are lucky 
enough to have never had a war on our doorstep; the 
health of those who do should be more than statistics on 
civilian casualties. 
 
The nature and direction of critical research was naturally a 
hot topic at the conference, but the way health 
psychologists can attempt to make things ΨōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ŦƻǊ 
people was, for me, a relatively unvoiced issue. What 
ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ΨōŜǘǘŜǊΩ ƛǎ ŀ ŘŜŜǇ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
meaning that is too entrenched in positivistic traditions, 
ǇŀǘŜǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎǎ ƻŦ ΨŎŀǊŜΩ ǘƻ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ŎǊŀŎƪΦ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ 
such as community engagement in health through art, as 
described by Michael Murray in his closing keynote 
address, are one of the more productive and inspired ways 
these voices can be expressed. Several other papers at the 
conference described working with art materials as forms 
of understanding and providing expressive therapy and 
were inspiring creative methods. Other researchers 
presented studies using participatory methods, and the 
medium of film proved to be very powerful for highlighting 
issues around health care interactions for one woman with 
cancer and housing for people with schizophrenia. A sense 
of ownership was present in the participants, who might be 
better titled co-researchers; however, even that re-titling 
suggests a difference from the academic researchers who 
initiate such projects. Thinking of ways to truly include 

ά¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ 
truly involve 
participatory co-
researchers is 
something that I hope is 
addressed more in the 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜέ 
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participatory co-researchers, for example by finding 
funding for them to attend conferences and engage with 
the academic community, is something that I hope is 
addressed more in the future. 
 
IŀǾƛƴƎ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ Ψƴƻƴ-ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΩΣ L 
chaired a session on the penultimate day of the 
conference. This session on risk, power and identity 
covered the intersection of many performative issues 
around gender, alcohol and sex. It was a true pleasure to 
introduce friends, both old and new. Little did I know the 
talks would take such a cohesive flow, and the vibrant 
questioning seen there and throughout the conference 
reaffirmed my belief in the value of peer input at all stages 
of producing and disseminating research. Use of 
photography was a particularly evident method at the 
conference; this was used artfully to allow participants to 
capture key moments around the topic of investigation 
and thus construct the content of the interviews using 
their photographs. The ethics of presenting identifiable 
images kicked off a useful debate around how identifiable 
the content of the image is (especially if there are visible 
human subjects or identifiable locations) and what 
participants had originally agreed to (and continue to 
agree to). 
 
Interpretations of visual art, literary works and media 
material (print news, magazines, advertisements etc.) that 
society is continuously producing and reproducing (as 
current and historical data) triangulated the importance of 
expanding upon the traditional interview for me. Rich 
analyses (and re-analyses) of narratives and discourses 
were, of course, also abundant at the conference. The link 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ƻō 5ȅƭŀƴ ƭȅǊƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻǇŜ 
(for want of a better word) with his divorce presented by 
Catherine Riessman in her keynote was a great self-
reflective tale of uncovering the real meaning in the 
ƴŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ Ŏƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ όǘƛǘƭŜύ 
ƭƛƴŜ ΨbƛƴŜǘȅ aƛƭŜǎ !ƴ IƻǳǊ ό5ƻǿƴ ! 5ŜŀŘ 9ƴŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘύΩ 
added depth to a narrative when it was uncovered by a 
listener to a previous version of the presentation and 
linked to a song about adultery that speaks to me of 
inevitability. The re-presentation of this narrative insight 
reminded me of the issue of how much of an insider one is 
when researching a phenomenon, which links back to the 
value of participatory co-researchers who can identify as 
peers of those experiencing the phenomenon in question. 
The bigger question may be how does one define who are 
the relevant peers and how can the research community 
provide training to allow these peer researchers to carry 
out their role in the research process without turning them 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ΨƻǘƘŜǊΩ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
engagement? 
 
Gareth J. Treharne,  
University of Otago, New Zealand 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ 

to establish more culturally 

sensitive ways of researching 

ȅƻǳǘƘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜέ 

Along with other colleagues at Keele University, UK, 
we have received funding from the Economic and 
Social Research Council to conduct a large three 
year project entitled: Promoting independence and 
social engagement among older people in 
disadvantaged communities. 

The project aims to increase our understanding of 
the social and psychological processes involved in 
promoting independence and social engagement 
among older people living in disadvantaged 
communities. The participatory action research 
design will examine the impact on older people of 
different forms of community initiative in particular 
inner city neighbourhoods. These initiatives include 
community arts, community health, community 
health technology and benefit support. A range of 
both qualitative and quantitative data will be 
collected from participants throughout the study. 
The information collected will be reviewed and fed 
back to the different project teams on an ongoing 
basis so as to refine the different initiatives and 
clarify their particular impacts. 
 

 

Europe  

The Pathways to Resilience Research Project is a 
three-year program of research exploring how 
resilient and non-resilient youth interact with 
service delivery systems like Child Welfare, 
Mental Health, Corrections and Education, as well 
as their interactions with non-mandated 
community programs. The research is taking 
place in three regions of Eastern Canada: Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Labrador. The 
goal is to understand which patterns of service 
ǳǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜ 
psychosocial development. The study has three 
phases that include asking 600 youth and a 
Person Most Knowledgeable (whom youth 
nominate), to complete a quantitative question- 
naire, followed by qualitative interviews with 120 
of these youth and reviews of their files. This 
study forms part of the larger program of 
research of the Resilience Research Centre at 
Dalhousie University. Much of the methodology 
of Pathways stems from the International 
Resilience Project, the goal of which was to 
establish more culturally sensitive ways of 
researching youth resilience, as well as a more 
culturally sensitive understanding of how youth 
cope with adversity. Many of the theoretical 
findings of the IRP have also been carried over 

North America  

ά¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴ 

interdisciplinary 

understanding of the 

processes involved in social 

engagement among older 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜέ 

Connected: Critical Health psychology across the globe 

 

The project will be based in the east end of 
Manchester, a multiply disadvantaged area which 
displays the complex problems that are typical of 
deprived urban communities. The project was 
developed in partnership with the city council. 
Working with the city council and relevant 
agencies the research team also aims to develop 
policy guidelines for the promotion of active 
ageing among older people. 
 
The research is interdisciplinary involving 
researchers with expertise in social and 
environmental gerontology, social/community 
psychology, heath services research and nursing. 
The aim is to build an interdisciplinary 
understanding of the processes involved in social 
engagement among older people that is both 
conceptually and empirically grounded. 

 
Professor Michael Murray 

Keele University, UK. 

 

 

into the Negotiating Resilience study, located in 
four Canadian and four international sites (i.e. 
China, India, South Africa and Thailand). The 
purpose of the project is to understand the 
interactive processes associated with positive 
development among children and youth who are 
in transition between two (and possibly more) 
culturally distinct worlds. We are interested in 
learning both what resilience means, as well as 
the pathways to resilience, from the perspectives 
ƻŦ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ άƻǳǘ-of-ǇƭŀŎŜέ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ 
coping well with their displacement. 

 

Linda Liebenberg 

Dalhouise University, Canada 

 

 Are you undertaking ñCriticalò 
research in your part of the 

world? If so, then weôd like to 

hear about it. The aim of this 

section of the newsletter is 

not only to inspire others, but 

also to facilitate future 

research collaborations  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                              

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ISCHP was born, I like to think, out of a visit by 
Michael Murray to New Zealand in 1997, when he 
was a keynote speaker at the New Zealand Health 
Psychology Society Conference. The NZHPS at 
that time held a small annual meeting with a 
determined intention to ensure that academic 
comment was combined with fun. Conferences 
were held in a very small village that consisted of 
three houses, a shop that was open only in 
summer, and a hotel with conference facilities, 
thermal hot pools, tennis and volleyball courts, 
and a nearby golf course. The conference always 
incorporated some fun social activities, like a 
humorous debate (the moot, that New Zealand is 
the world centre of health psychology, comes 
back to mind ς lost, incidentally, by the local 
affirmative team) or group activities (images of 
Glynn Owens and Wendy Stainton Rogers 
delivering a health psychology version of Julian 
/ƭŜŀǊȅΩǎ Sticky Moments will never be forgotten), 
after which everyone would retire to the hot 
pools and relax. After this experience Michael 
returned to Canada and brooded, then decided (I 
ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭύ ǘƘŀǘ άbŜǿ ½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ 
ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳƴέ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ŀ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ 
the International Conference on Critical and 
Qualitative Approaches to Health Psychology in 
1999 (later redesignated as the first ISCHP 
Conference). This was such a success that 
everyone decided to meet again in two years 
time, and at this second meeting the Society was 
officially formulated. 
 
ISCHP, since its inception, has been a very 
informal organization ς a loose association of 
people interested in critical approaches and 
practices within health psychology. There are no 
membership requirements, disciplinary restrict- 
ions, or membership fees. People join by 
expressing an interest in belonging or merely by 
attending one of our conferences, which results 
in their addition to our mailing list. We do not 
have a constitution, but we do have, of necessity, 
a few office-holders ς a chairperson, secretary, 
and treasurer, plus an International Steering 
Committee, and a bank account. Because we only 
meet together every two years in conference, we 
only discuss issues of direction and development 
at these times. Such discussions have themselves 
been highly informal, and decisions at these 
meetings are made by those who can be in the 
room on the day. This process has allowed us to 
continue and survive, running five successful 
conferences around the world over the last nine 
years. Conferences, once the location has been 
discussed and decided, run themselves 
reasonably independently with assistance and 
advice from the International Steering Committee 
and past conference organisers. The Society 
however, does little more than function as a 
figurehead for critical health psychology and a 

Kerry Chamberlain, 
Chairperson of ISCHP 
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supportive organisation for mounting the 
conferences. Has the time come to change this 
and do more? 
 
In fact, this did change significantly in some 
respects at the last meeting in Boston. It was 
resolved to keep members in touch more and 
raise issues of concern by establishing a 
newsletter. You are receiving this newsletter 
because we had volunteers, Tria Moore and 
Adam Bourne, willing to take on this task. We are 
also working to revitalise and update our website. 
Unfortunately this has turned into a bigger task 
than we realised, but progress is underway, and 
you should see a revised active website over the 
next few months. Regrettably, we did not receive 
any volunteers to act as webmaster, but the role 
is still available ς just volunteer! From these 
changes we will be trying to foster more active 
communication between members over the next 
few years. 
 
The question of who we are and what we do was 
raised in a couple of different ways at the Boston 
meeting. First, we received a paper submission 
that issued a strong challenge to the organization 
about its commitment to critical principles. Our 
website lists our aims, which are essentially to 
promote debate, facilitate contact and collabor- 
ation, and develop resources and training 
opportunities. Our conference does the first two 
of these reasonably well (we could do more) and 
a limited amount has been accomplished on the 
third. However, the website also states that 

 
άaŜƳōŜǊǎ share an awareness of the social, 
political and cultural dimensions of health 
ŀƴŘ ƛƭƭƴŜǎǎ Χ ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 
reducing human suffering and promoting 
improved quality of life, especially among  
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘέ 
 

and it was this issue that the submission sought 
to challenge ς do we actually do this and should 
we be doing more? It was intended to use this 
paper as the basis for a round table discussion on 
the issue, but unfortunately neither presenter 
could attend at the last minute, the paper was 
withdrawn, and the round table did not 
eventuate. The issue, however, remains present 
for us, and there are a number of possible 
responses to it.  
 
Second, during the meeting of ISCHP members, 
questions were raised about the meaning of 
membership, given how loose it is. If you merely 
attend a conference are you a member forever? If 
you indicate an interest to the society but never 
attend a conference are you a member? What do 
you get out of being a member? The discussion 
was vigorous and ended with agreement that  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

ά²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƻŦ L{/It ƛƴ 

reducing humaƴ ǎǳŦŦŜǊƛƴƎΚέ 

we need some better form of membership; 
people who are members need to have a sense of 
belonging to something. We discussed creating 
an annual membership with a fee, but this lapsed 
(on the day) for want of a volunteer willing to act 
as membership secretary, receive money, issues 
receipts and keep membership records. There are 
also other issues to be resolved ς where our bank 
accounts should be held, what currency fees 
should be received in, should there be criteria for 
membership, classes of membership, and so on. 
Other proposals were canvassed: stay as we are; 
create an annual membership without fee but 
requiring active renewal; create a two year 
membership fee so it is tied to conference dates; 
and so on. Clearly members want some better 
form of membership, and so we did what all 
committees do when faced with an impasse ς we 
deferred the decision making to the next meeting 
in Lausanne in 2009!  
 
However, we do need to have some active 
debate on these matters in advance of this 
meeting. This is a call for such discussion. We 
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On behalf of the International Society of Critical Health 

Psychology, we are pleased to invite you to the 6th biennial 

Conference held at the University of Lausanne, July 2009.  

Marie Santiago, Kerry Chamberlain, Fabienne Fasseur 

 

More information will be available soon on the new website. The new ISCHP website 
address will be sent to you in due course. 

announcing the sixth biennial ischp Conference, 

2009 Lausanne, Switzerland. 
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intend to devote a section of the next newsletter 
ǘƻ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΩ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻƴ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Řƻ ȅƻǳ 
think about the issues above? What form of 
membership should we have? Let us have your 
views so we can debate these issues and have a 
good basis for decision making when we meet in 
Lausanne. We would also be interested in hearing 
views on the other significant issue above ς what 
is the role of ISCHP in reducing human suffering? 
ς and we would welcome responses to this also. 
More active engagement and debate within the 
society is in your hands.  
 
Kia kaha, 
 
Kerry Chamberlain 
Chairperson of the ISCHP 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Intersectionality from theory to practice: an interdisciplinary dialogue 
16th- 18th April 2008, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
http://www.whrn.ca/opportunities.html#for 
 
4th Annual World-wide Conference on Qualitative Research 
7th-9th May 2008, Barcelona, Spain 
http://www.qrca.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=122 
 
Social Futures Institute Conference. Health, Wellbeing and Happiness: from Local Action to Global Change. 
29th June ς 1st July 2008, University of Teeside, United Kingdom. http://www.tees.ac.uk/depts/socialfutures/ 
 
Subjectivity: International Conference in Critical Psychology, Cultural Studies and Social Theory. 
27th-29th June 2008, Cardiff University, Wales, United Kingdom 
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi/newsandevents/events/subjectivity/subjectivityconf.html 
 
7th Global Conference: Making Sense Of: Health, Illness and Disease  
9th ς 12th July 2008, Oxford, United Kingdom 
http://www.inter -disciplinary.net/mso/hid/hid7/cfp.htm 
 
4th Global Conference on Persons and Sexuality. 
19th-22nd November 2008, Salzburg, Austria 
http://www.inter -disciplinary.net/ptb/persons/pas/pas4/cfp.html 
 
15th International Conference on AIDS and STIs in Africa  
3rd ς 7th December 2008, Dakar, Senegal 
http://www.icasadakar2008.org/ 
 
Feminist Research Methods - An international conference  
4th- 6th February 2009, Stockholm, Sweden 
http://www.kvinfo.su.se/femmet09/ 

 
 

Upcoming events: The Critical calandar 

Title 
 

Author(s) Publisher 

Critical health psychology Murray, M. (Ed.) New York: Palgrave 
Macmillan. 

 
Critical psychology: An introduction. 
(Second edition) 
 

 
Fox, D., Prilleltensky, I., & Austen, S. (Eds.) 
 

 
London: Sage 
 

Handbook of families and poverty 
 

Crane, R. (Ed.) 
 

Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
 

Qualitative Psychology: A practical 
guide to research methods, (Second 
edition) 
 

Smith, J. (Ed.) London, UK: Sage (Chinese 
translation from Yuan-Liou 
Publishing: Taiwan) 
 

Handbook of qualitative research in 
psychology 
 
Health Psychology: Theory, Research & 
Practice (2nd Edition) 
 
 
 
 
The Qualitative Research Kit 
 
Health Psychology: A Critical 
Introduction 
 

Willig, C., and Rogers, W. (Eds.) 
 
 
Marks, D., Murray, M., Evans, B., Willig, C., 
Marie Sykes, C., & Woodall, C. 
 
 
 
 
Flick, U. (Ed.) 
 
Lyons, A., & Chamberlain, K. 

London: Sage. 
 
 
London: Sage 
(Spanish translation from 
Manual Moderno; Chinese 
translation from Hung Yeh 
Books, Taiwan 
 
London: Sage 
 
Cambridge University Press 

 

Critical books 

 

If you are hosting, or 
know of, a conference 
that may be of interest 
to ISCHP members, 
please email us and let 
us know so we can 
include it on this list. 
 

Critically Important 

http://www.whrn.ca/opportunities.html#for
http://www.qrca.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=122
http://www.tees.ac.uk/depts/socialfutures/
http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/socsi/newsandevents/events/subjectivity/subjectivityconf.html
http://www.inter-disciplinary.net/ptb/persons/pas/pas4/cfp.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In order for this newsletter to be a success we 

really need submissions. We would welcome any 

news stories, opinion pieces, up-dates on current 

critical work etc. In particular we would like the 

next issue to focus on what it means to be a 

critical health psychologist? How does this 

assumed identity impact upon the work you do? 

What makes your critical health psychology work 

ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭΩ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 

understanding of, and response to, health and 

Journal Event Detail 
 
Feminism & Psychology 

 
Special Issue: LGBT Psychologies 
Elizabeth Peel (Aston University, 
UK) & Michael Thompson (Keele 
University, UK) (Eds.). Deadline for 
submissions: 31/3/2008 
 

 
This special issue expands the 
terrain of lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
trans and queer (LGBTQ) health 
psychologies to address physical 
health more broadly. We are 
interested in submissions informed 
by feminist perspectives that focus 
on non-heterosexuality and health 
in adulthood.  
 

Journal of Health Psychology Special Issue: Health Psychology 
and Writing 
Michael Murray (Ed.)  
Coming soon 
 

This issue aims to connect with the 
growing interest in creative writing 
in health and community settings. 
 

 

Critical Journals  

Call for Future Contributions 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Info: 

 

Tria Moore 

t.j.moore@shu.ac.uk 

Sheffield Hallam University,  

City Campus, Howard Street, 

Sheffield S1 1WB 

+44 (0)114 225 2259 

 

Adam Bourne 

Adam.bourne@port.ac.uk 

Sigma Research 

University of Portsmouth 

77a Tradescant Road 

London 

SW81XJ 

+44 (0)20 7820 8022 

 

E-Mail:  

 

 

illness? For the many non-psychologists who 

Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀǎ L{/ItΩŜǊǎΣ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ 

critical standpoint shape the work you do? In 

addition, we also encourage your   responses to 

the questions Kerry has raised about the future of 

the ISCHP and our role in reducing human 

suffering. 

Send any submissions to either Adam or Tria 

(contact details opposite) 

Subjectivity: International Journal of Critical Psychology (previously International Journal of Critical 
Psychology) is an exciting and innovative transdisciplinary journal in the social sciences.  Re-launched by 
Palgrave Macmillan in 2008, it will examine the socio-political, cultural, historical and material 
processes, dynamics and structures of human experience.  
Special discount for ISCHP members ς 20% off 2008 subscription 
We would like to extend a special discount to ISCHP members of 20% off the price of a personal 
subscription in 2008.  Please quote special offer code RP1107G01 when you order your subscription. 

Journal Details Personal Rate ISCHP Offer 

Subjectivity (combined print + online) 
Issues 22-25 (2008) 

Europe & RoW - £55 US - 
$98  

Europe & RoW - £44 
US - $78 

Contact Information 
For subscriptions, please contact: 
Palgrave Macmillan Journals, Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hants RG21 6XS, UK 
¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜΥ Ҍпп όлύ мнрс ортуфо ω CŀȄΥ Ҍпп όлύ мнрс умнору 
Email: subscriptions@palgrave.com 
If you would like to contact the editors or submit an article, please contact: 
subjectivity@palgrave.com   
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