—  With its unique photographic narrative and articles by internationally renowned scien-
tists, this book is essential reading for all those who are not only concerned by ecology
but also with the types of agriculture which may solve the problem of feeding the pla-
net in the future.
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“The Harvester of life”, “the universal ethnobotanist”, “the twentieth century Galileo”

His knowledge, tenacity and eloquence still echo in the corridors of the Institute which
bears his name in Saint-Petersburg and his spirit still inspires the hundreds of researchers
pursuing his work.

He had foreseen the disappearance of plant biodiversity and, in a few decades of study
and travel throughout the world, had found the means to save it. For political and ideologi-
cal reasons, Nikolai Vavilov was condemned to die of hunger in the dungeons of a prisoniin
the USSR. His memory, on both sides of the iron curtain, began to fade into oblivion.

100 years after Vavilov's first expedition, the photographer Mario Del Curto returns in his
footsteps. Over fouryears he has met those, who, inthe face ofimmense difficulties, continue
his work of prospection, selection and preservation of our planet’s food-producing seeds.

unprecedented story of his journey to the heart of the Vavilov Institute and its twelve
research stations. Contributions by international specialists shed light on the im-
mense significance of the work undertaken by Vavilov and his successors.




