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CLAD

• « CLAD est un acronyme renvoyant à la notion de compétence linguistique dans le 
domaine académique disciplinaire »

• « Certification d'un niveau C1 et d’un niveau C2 de compétence linguistique dans le 
domaine académique pour les disciplines allemand, anglais, espagnol, français langue 
étrangère, italien à la fin du BA et du MA (CLAD) »

• General information: https://unil.ch/clad

• Certification available at C1 (BA only) and C2 (MA only)

• Certificate received when CLAD passed (C1 and C2)

https://unil.ch/clad


CLAD C1

• The canton of Vaud (incl. HEP) assesses your BA in English as B2 on the CEFR 
(Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) — not C1

• CLAD offers you the opportunity to obtain C1 certification in a way that reflects 
your BA studies

• If you are a new BA student in English (either in propé or doing an attestation de 
40/70 crédits), you are automatically registered for CLAD

• You receive your C1 certification (if you achieve it) when CLAD is passed



CLAD C2

• The opportunity to test for C2 certification is available to MA students in a way 
that reflects their Master’s studies

• You must already have C1 certification (starting in the 2024-25 academic year)

– CLAD or certification from an accredited body, e.g., Cambridge



“So… what do I have to do to get the 
C1 certificate?”



C1 certification process

• Submit 7 successful “productions” over the course of your BA

• The first four need to demonstrate a minimum B2 level, and the second three a 
minimum C1 level

• Submit progression objectives (in English) between the B2 and C1 levels
– Extra progression objectives are required of students making a second attempt at the C1 level



B2 submissions

An essay prepared for any of your 
English classes (min. 600 words)

Submit the original with your 
instructor’s comments and a 
revised version with changes 

highlighted

Evaluated based solely on the 
revised version

An essay prepared for any of your 
English classes (min. 600 words) de 

type «évaluation à moyenne»

Submit the original with your 
instructor’s comments and a 
revised version with changes 

highlighted (separate submissions)

Evaluated 50% original version, 
50% revised version

An in-class essay from any of your 
English classes (min. 300 words)

Submit the original version with 
your instructor’s comments and the 

instruction sheet

No revision required

An oral presentation

Submit a video of an oral 
presentation (8 minutes) with 

presentation notes 

NB: We do not have oral 
presentations in our first-year 

classes so you will need to convert 
one of your existing essays into a 
presentation, recorded outside of 

class time

You submit four
“productions”: two in 
January (strongly 
recommended) and two  
in July



B2 assessment

• If you achieve a B2 level on all four productions, you move on to the C1 level

• If any of the four submissions are not evaluated as sufficient by the end of the 
academic year, you move to your second (and final) attempt at the B2 level
– Submissions will be failed if you do not follow submission guidelines to the letter, and/or if 

you do not demonstrate sufficient mastery of academic English, regardless of the grade 
obtained on the original piece of work

– You will submit new pieces of work in the relevant categories in the subsequent assessment 
period

• Should you not achieve a B2 level after your second attempt, you will be 
excluded from CLAD in English



C1 submissions

An essay prepared for any of 
your English classes (min. 1000 
words) de type «évaluation à 

moyenne»

Submit the original with your 
instructor’s comments and a 
revised version with changes 

highlighted (separate 
submissions)

Evaluated 50% original version, 
50% revised version

An in-class essay from any of 
your English classes (min. 300 

words)

Submit the original version with 
your instructor’s comments and 

the instruction sheet

No revision required

An oral presentation

Submit a video of an oral 
presentation (8 minutes) with 

presentation notes 

NB: We do not have oral 
presentations in our first-year 

classes so you will need to 
convert one of your existing 
essays into a presentation, 

recorded outside of class time

You must submit three
“productions”:



C1 assessment: Year 2  

• If any of the three submissions are not evaluated as sufficient by the end of the 
academic year, you move to your second (and final) attempt at the C1 level if you 
have not completed your BA studies
– Submissions will be failed if you do not follow submission guidelines to the letter, and/or if 

you do not demonstrate sufficient mastery of academic English, regardless of the grade 
obtained on the original piece of work

– You will submit new pieces of work in the relevant categories in the subsequent assessment 
period

• You will be required to write new progression objectives (in English)

• Should you not achieve a C1 level after your second attempt, you will be 
excluded from CLAD in English



“How exactly will my work be 
evaluated?”





Evaluation grid for an essay at the B2 level



Evaluation grid for a presentation at the B2 level



Evaluation grid for an essay at the C1 level



Evaluation grid for a presentation at the C1 level



“Can you please review the modes of 
assessment?”



Modes of assessment

Essay (first year only): Minimum 600 words. You are expected to provide both the original (with teacher’s comments) and 
a rewrite (specifically for CLAD) for this, even if you were not required to rewrite for your class. 100% of the evaluation is 
based on the revised version. 

• The second version (the revised essay) should clearly demonstrate that you have engaged with the instructor's 
comments and corrections — e.g., using highlighting, a different font color, or underlining to indicate changes (failure 
to do so will result in the assignment being considered an incorrect submission) 

• If most, or all, of the papers you have written for the department are in-class essays, you must choose an essay to 
type up; this cannot be the same essay as the one chosen for the “In-class essay” submission (see next slide)

Essay de type « évaluation à moyenne »: Minimum 600 words (first year) or 1,000 words (second year). You are expected 
to provide both the original (with teacher’s comments) and a rewrite (specifically for CLAD) for this, even if you were not 
required to rewrite for your class. The evaluation is based 50% on the original and 50% on the revised version.

• Any changes that have been made to the essay must be clearly indicated (e.g., highlighted) in the rewrite (otherwise 
this is considered an incorrect submission) 

• If most, or all, of the papers you have written for the department are in-class essays, you must choose an essay to 
type up; this cannot be the same essay as the one chosen for the “In-class essay” submission (see next slide)



Modes of assessment

In-class essay: Minimum 300 words. You submit only the scanned, handwritten original, along 
with the instruction sheet/question (i.e., no revision required for this category). 

• Ensure that all of the instructor’s comments (and where applicable, the grade) are visible

• You should all have in-class essays this semester (EC) and next semester (ILA, Medieval)

Oral presentation: You record yourself giving a video presentation (8 minutes) about a topic 
related to your coursework in English. You can use your own phone/webcam or the cameras 
in the Centre multimédia.  

• We also evaluate body language (see descripteurs tab on the CLAD website), so you must 
film yourself from the waist up and cannot simply submit an audio recording

• The English department does not have oral presentations in 1st year; you will receive 
further information in the spring (i.e., you should adapt an essay that you have received 
feedback on)



“I think I’m already at a C1, do I have 
to submit all of these pieces of work?”



Technically no…

• If you are 100% certain that you are at least C1 in academic English, you can send 
an email to Philip (philip.lindholm@unil.ch) and Veronika (certification-
clad@unil.ch) so that your work can be evaluated following the C1 guidelines 
from the start

• Deadline for changing to C1: 1 December 2023

• RISK: You cannot be moved back to B2 once the evaluation process starts and 
would thus be entitled to only the two attempts at C1

mailto:philip.lindholm@unil.ch
mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch


Attestation de 40/70 crédits

• If you are doing an attestation de 40/70 credits (i.e., a single year of study in 
English), please send an email to Philip (philip.lindholm@unil.ch) and Veronika 
(certification-clad@unil.ch) so that your work can be evaluated with C1 criteria

• Deadline for changing to C1: 1 December 2023

• Once the work has been evaluated, it is not possible to change the criteria so this 
must be done well before the submission deadline

mailto:Philip.lindholm@unil.ch
mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch


“Okay, so how do I submit the work?”



Submitting work 
for assessment

All work must be submitted 
online, through the CLAD 
website.

You will receive detailed 
information about this 
interface by email during this 
semester.



“What dates do I need to remember?”



Deadlines

All deadlines are posted in the 
Faculty’s administrative 
calendar: 

https://www.unil.ch/lettres/fr/
home/menuinst/faculte/calend
rier-academique.html

You will also receive email 
reminders but it is your 
responsibility to submit on 
time.

https://www.unil.ch/lettres/fr/home/menuinst/faculte/calendrier-academique.html




How to succeed…



Your responsibilities

• Submit on time (but ahead of the deadline is even better)

• Familiarize yourself with regulations and evaluation guidelines/descriptors 
(available on the CLAD website)

• Reflect upon and improve essays as required

• Reflect upon CLAD feedback and design appropriate objectives

• Email certification-clad@unil.ch if you have any issues well before the deadlines

https://unil.ch/clad/home.html
mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch


Resources

• EC tutors for help with structural and mechanical elements (not editors!)

• PEP sessions, materials, resources

• Centre multimédia

• Centre de langues (apprentissage libre)







Reminders

• You are expected to work independently 

• There is no flexibility with deadlines; missing deadlines may result in exclusion from 
CLAD

• Submit a few days before the deadline in case you run into problems

• Keep checking your emails to be sure that you know exactly what you need to do

• Certificates will be sent by post when CLAD is passed

• Send all general questions to Veronika Zoller (certification-clad@unil.ch) well before 
the deadlines

• English evaluation questions can be sent to Philip Lindholm 
(philip.lindholm@unil.ch) – usual email policy applies

mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch
mailto:philip.lindholm@unil.ch


Any questions?



“Great - what about CLAD C2?”



CLAD

• « CLAD est un acronyme renvoyant à la notion de compétence linguistique dans le 
domaine académique disciplinaire »

• « Certification d'un niveau C1 et d’un niveau C2 de compétence linguistique dans le 
domaine académique pour les disciplines allemand, anglais, espagnol, français langue 
étrangère, italien à la fin du BA et du MA (CLAD) »

• General information: https://unil.ch/clad

• Certification available at C1 (BA only) and C2 (MA only)

• Certificate received when you get your diploma

https://unil.ch/clad


CLAD C2

• The opportunity to test for C2 certification is available to MA students in a way 
that reflects their Master’s studies

• You are eligible to participate in CLAD C2 certification in English if English is one 
of your disciplines of study

– Your mémoire does not have to be written in the English department

• As of the 2024-25 academic year, you must already have C1 certification to 
participate in C2 certification



“How do I register?”



CLAD C2

• You need to send an email to certification-clad@unil.ch indicating for which 
discipline(s) you would like to be evaluated

• You can only register during the normal course registration period, typically in 
the semester during which you plan to take the evaluation

• « Art. 3 — Inscription à la CLAD niveau C2 » => new règlement:

• « Les inscriptions, les désinscriptions et les retraits se font conformément aux 
dispositions prévues dans la Directive 0.19 du Décanat relative aux évaluations
(inscription, désinscription, reconduction). » 

• CLAD C2 is an exam and therefore subject to the same rules as an exam

• You are entitled to two attempts at this evaluation, within the limit of your 
studies

mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch


“So… what do I have to do to get the 
C2 certificate?”



C2 certification process

• 2 ad hoc evaluations, which take place in person (ON CAMPUS)
– A written work (3h), linked to your work on your mémoire (in any discipline)

– An oral presentation (2h), linked to your general MA studies  preparation and production of a 
5-7 minute recording

• Three assessment points each academic year: just before each exam session
– Next evaluations: provisionally between 8 and 11 January 2024 (you will receive an e-mail 

confirming the dates if you sign up for C2 certification)

• You are entitled to two attempts at certification, within the limits of your MA studies
– If you make your first attempt in the same exam session that you defend your mémoire and finish 

your studies, you will only be eligible for a single attempt



Assessment

• You will receive your certificate when you have passed both C2 tasks

• If either submission is not evaluated as sufficient and you have time left in 
your MA, you move to your second (and final) attempt

– You can re-attempt the failed task(s) just before the next exam session

• Should you not achieve a C2 level after your second attempt, you will be 
excluded from CLAD in English



“How is my work evaluated?”



Evaluation grid for an essay at the C2 level



Evaluation grid for a presentation at the C2 level



“Okay, so how do I submit the work?”



Submitting work for assessment

• Your essays are uploaded to the system by Veronika Zoller (certification-
clad@unil.ch), who oversees the evaluation

• The oral presentation is uploaded directly after you record it

• More information will be provided closer to the evaluation

mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch


How to succeed…



Your responsibilities

• Familiarize yourself with regulations and evaluation guidelines

• Make sure that you have done enough work on your mémoire topic that you can 
respond to questions about your argument, field, corpus, methodology, etc.

• Email certification-clad@unil.ch if you have any issues well before the deadlines

mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch






Reminders

• Email Veronika Zoller (certification-clad@unil.ch) to register during the normal Faculty 
registration period (Directives 0.19)

• It is your responsibility to familiarize yourself with regulations and evaluation guidelines 
(available on the CLAD website)

• There is minimal flexibility with dates to sit the evaluations; you must be available 
immediately preceding the exam session (dates to be confirmed)

• You have two attempts at each “production”, which must be completed within your MA 
studies

• Certificates are received when CLAD is passed

• Keep checking your emails to be sure that you know exactly what you need to do

• Send all general/administrative questions to Veronika Zoller (certification-clad@unil.ch)

• English evaluation questions can be sent to Philip Lindholm (philip.lindholm@unil.ch) –
usual email policy applies

mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch
https://unil.ch/clad/home.html
mailto:certification-clad@unil.ch
mailto:philip.lindholm@unil.ch


Any questions?


