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The	  capability	  approach	  

2	  complementary	  axes	  for	  empirical	  inves.ga.on:	  	  
•  Real	  freedom	  vs.	  formal	  freedom:	  resources,	  individual	  and	  

social	  conversion	  factors	  
•  Freedom	  to	  choose	  and	  reason	  to	  value	  

Commodi2es	  or	  
resources	   Capabili2es	   Func2onings	  

Conversion	  factors	   Choice	  

Capability	  (Amartya	  Sen)	  as	  the	  “real	  freedom	  to	  lead	  a	  life	  one	  
has	  reason	  to	  value”	  



Public	  Policies	  against	  Capabili2es	  
Resources:	  	  
•  Are	  there	  gaps?	  Are	  they	  adequate	  (sufficient	  or,	  maybe,	  too	  high)?	  
•  Effec.ve	  access	  and	  non-‐take	  up	  
	  
Conversion	  factors:	  	  
•  Individual:	  mul.dimensionality,	  individual	  aspira.ons/capaci.es	  

and	  ins.tu.onal	  expecta.ons	  (risk	  of	  selec.vity)	  
•  Contextual:	  Social	  norms	  and	  opportuni.es,	  adequacy	  of	  

environment	  (material	  and	  symbolic	  barriers)	  	  
	  
Freedom	  to	  choose:	  	  
•  Opportuni.es	  to	  par.cipate	  in	  the	  design	  and	  implementa.on	  of	  

public	  policies	  (judicial	  /	  poli.cal)	  	  
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