Masters scholarships at UNIL
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. Who can apply?
Candidates must have graduated from a foreign university only: their qualification/university
degree must be considered equivalent to a Bachelor degree obtained in Switzerland (180 ETCS
credits). If your Masters scholarship application pack is complete, the Admissions Department (SII)
will decide whether or not you are admissible unconditionally to a Masters programme at UNIL.
Students with a foreign university degree who have already begun a Masters programme at UNIL
or who are in their preparatory year are not authorised to apply.

2. Can I apply if I have not yet obtained my degree equivalent to
a Swiss Bachelor degree?
Yes, you may apply for a Masters scholarship even if you have not yet obtained your
degree equivalent to a Swiss Bachelor degree at the time of application. Nonetheless, you must of
course have completed and obtained your degree before the start of your chosen Masters
programme at UNIL.
If you are in the process of obtaining your university degree, you must provide in your application
all existing grade transcripts as well as a description of the remainder of your course until you
obtain your final degree, including the list of modules to be followed, the number of credits to be
obtained or, for example, the subject of the end of course dissertation you are working on,
depending on the structure of your degree course. This description must be as precise as
possible. This does not need to be an official document.
If you have obtained the degree corresponding to a Swiss Bachelor degree at the moment of
application for the scholarship but not yet received the final certificate, you must provide us with at
least an official confirmation of success in the degree course, signed by the institution that
awarded it.

3. Can I apply if I already hold a degree equivalent to a
Swiss masters degree?
Students who have already obtained a masters level degree from a foreign university
also have the right to apply, although priority will be given to students who only hold a
Bachelor-level degree (or are about to obtain one) at the time of application.
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Students who have already obtained a degree considered equivalent to a Swiss Bachelor degree
and are in the process of following an additional course of study (a masters, for example) or a new
degree at the time of application for the Masters scholarship, at the same institution or at another
foreign university, must also specify this on the application form and provide us with all existing
grade transcripts for the course as well as a detailed description of the remainder of the
programme until they obtain their final degree.

4. How do I fill in the "University Studies" sections on the
application form?
On the application form, under "University Studies", we need to know, in detail, about your
complete university programme, including the exact title of all degrees obtained or expected, the
number of years for studies already completed or in process, and the number of semesters to
complete before the expected degree is obtained. As foreign
university degrees are sometimes structured differently to a Swiss Bachelor programme,
and you may be in the process of studying for other degrees after obtaining one or more
completed degrees, we need as much information as possible in order to understand the structure
and content of your past and (where applicable) current studies. That is why we have included
additional sections (II and III) so that you can list all your university degrees, in chronological
order.
If you do not have enough space on the form for the information you wish to
provide us with, you can attach a supplementary document. The first table on the form
concerns your university studies, which must be equivalent to a Swiss Bachelor level degree.

5. How do I apply for the Masters Scholarship and for admission to the
Masters programme?
As explained on the Masters scholarship page on the website, you must not
apply via the Admissions Department (SII) for your registration/application for
admission to your chosen Masters degree at UNIL. The application for the Masters
scholarship also serves as an application for admission to the Masters programme.
You must therefore not apply online on the SII's website; you should simply
provide us with all the required documents for your application for the Masters scholarship.
As indicated on the "Selection process calendar", it is only after the selection process for
Masters scholarships that candidates whose application for a scholarship has been unsuccessful
must contact the SII should they wish to continue their application for admission to their chosen
Masters degree. They will receive a letter explaining the process to follow for normal registration
for the Masters degree.
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6. How can I obtain certified copies and notarised translations of the
academic documents? (Points 3 and 4 on the list of documents to
attach to the application.)
Firstly, students applying for a Masters scholarship and seeking clarification regarding
UNIL's requirements concerning certified copies and notarised translations must read the
information on the following web page:

http://www.unil.ch/immat/en/home/menuinst/futurs-etudiants/sinscrire/copies-certifieesconformes.html
If, following this, you require further information, you must contact the Admissions Department
(SII) directly by email to immat.master@unil.ch.
As the Social Affairs and Student Mobility Office (SASME) cannot answer questions about the
required academic documents, there is no need to contact them.
Emails on this subject addressed to the SASME will not receive a response.

7.

Who can write a letter of recommendation?

Any member of the teaching staff with knowledge of your past or present studies (lecturers,
supervisors, assistant lecturers, etc.). Any of your current or former employers may also write a
letter of recommendation.
The original letters of recommendation must be attached to your application.
Should it be impossible or difficult for you to obtain them in time to
submit your application, the letters of recommendation must be sent
directly by their authors to the Social Affairs and Student Mobility Office
(SASME) by email to: mastergrants@unil.ch by 1 November at the latest.
It is of course possible to provide more than two letters of recommendation.

8. Why do I need proof of payment of the CHF 200.00 administration fee?
This is the fee for processing and considering your application for admission to the Masters
programme by the Admissions Department (SII). The fee must be paid by all
students wishing to register at UNIL. It has no relation to your application for a
Social Affairs and Student Mobility Office (SASME) - July 2017

